The Solent Basin and West Sussex raised beaches
Quaternary Research Association / Prehistoric Society
Joint Field Meeting

4th — 8th April 2009, based at the University of Southampton

Organisers: Dr Becky Briant (Birkbeck), Dr Martin Bates (Lampeter), Dr Rob Hosfield
(Reading), Dr Francis Wenban-Smith (Southampton)

We warmly welcome you to this joint field meeting, where we will visit a number of
both classic and new sites in this key area where land and sea meet and there is
evidence of many phases of human occupation. Recent work in this region will be
presented and discussed, including issues of dating, archaeological significance and
significant new palaeoenvironmental information

Itinerary:
Saturday 8" April — arrival at the University of Southampton, introductory lecture
Sunday 5th April - Sussex Raised Beaches

e Warblington — newly-discovered last-glacial lake deposits
e Selsey — complex interglacial channel fills of disputed age overlain by an OSL-dated raised
beach from the last interglacial
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Selsey Channel exposed in the foreshore at West Street

e Boxgrove and Slindon — freshly-exposed sections in the classic Boxgrove-Slindon raised
beach, with a display of key artefacts and fossil material

Monday 6th April - Isle of Wight

e Priory Bay —a complex of multiple-age deposits containing a rich archaeological record, one
of the richest Palaeolithic sites in southern England

e Watcombe Bottom — Allergd soil in Late-glacial slope deposits - virtually the only site in
Britain where such deposits can be observed in open section

e St George’s Down — sections within the elusive ‘Plateau Gravel’ Holocene



Tuesday 7th April - Solent River deposits in the New Forest

e Barton-on-Sea — coastal sections in river gravels, linked to an assemblage of archaeological
artefacts containing twisted ovate handaxes

e Lepe (Stone Point) SSSI — recently reinvestigated estuarine interglacial deposits of disputed
age sandwiched between OSL-dated river gravels
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Stone Point organic deposits exposed beneath the beach at Lepe Country Park

e Badminston Farm Quarry — successfully OSL-dated river gravels of considerable antiquity






